THE TRAINING OF A RULER
Two generations later, you were put in prison.
Should we not infer that a ruler ought to think
twice before punishing his political opponents?"
"I suppose you mean that we don't think twice
here in Italy?" he inquired with some heat,
"You have reintroduced capital punishment."
"There is capital punishment in all civilised
countries; in Germany, no less than in France
and in England."
"Yet it was in Italy," I insisted, "in the mind
of Beccaria, that the idea of abolishing capital
punishment originated. Why have you revived
it?"
"Because I have read Beccaria," replied Musso-
lini, simply and without irony. He went on, with
the utmost gravity: "What Beccaria writes is
contrary to what most people believe. Besides,
after capital punishment was abolished in Italy
there was a terrible increase in serious crime.
As compared with England, the tale in Italy was
five to one. I am guided, in this matter, exclusively
by social considerations. Was it not St. Thomas
who said that it would be better to cut off a
gangrenous arm if thereby the whole body could
be saved? Anyhow I proceed with the utmost
caution and circumspection. Only in cases of
acknowledged and exceptionally brutal murders
is the death punishment inflicted. Not very long
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